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“Casanova” 

              

 I bet you are wondering what he is doing here while according to J.A. Rogers who claims in Nature 
Knows No Color-Line that:  

 “Casanova, most famous lover of history, probably came of Negro stock. He had “an African    
complexion.” In his coat-of-arms are two Negroes.” [Rogers, p.122] 

There must be some truth to what Rogers is claiming, because in Appendix I of The Memoirs of 
Jacques Casanova de Seingalt the Prince of Adventures Vol. 1. from 1902, the Prince De Ligne 
describes Casanova  as follows: “He would be a very fine man if he was not ugly. He is tall, built like 
Hercules, but with an almost African completion…” [Casanova 1902, p.  477 See pages.2-3] 
 
Giacomo Girolamo Casanova, later known as Jacques Casanova de Seingalt, was born at 
Venice on April 2, 1725. He was the first of six children born to Gaetano Casanova and 
Zanetta Farussi.   Although the family was Italian, the name “Casanova” is Spanish; Casanova 
claimed that his father was descended from a certain Don Jaime Casanova who fled from Spain 
to Rome in 1428. However, Don Jaime Casanova did not flee from Spain alone, for he had 
with him an heiress whom he had abducted from a convent.  It seemed that womanizing ran in 
the family. [Casanova, 2007 p.1173] 
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Notes: 

Casanova, Giacomo. 2007. History of My Life. New York: A.A. Knopf. 

Casanova, Giacomo. 1902. The Memoirs of Jacques Casanova de Seingalt the Prince of Adventures Vol. 1. London Chapman and 
Hall, limited. [Book at Archive.org] 

Rogers, J.A. in Nature Knows No Color-Line: Research into the Negro Ancestry in the White Race. United States 

 

 

 


